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*Demand Index reflects an increasing demand on staff and demand public assistance resources.  

The purpose of the Public Assistance Demand Index is to show the trend in demand for services across 
nine key workload areas. The index combines CalWORKS, Food Stamp, General Assistance, CMSP case 
load and new application data as well as data on the number of unemployment claims and visits to the Ca-
reer Resource Center. 

Public Assistance Demand Index* 

Medical Beneficiaries2 

2011 Marin County Special Report: 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE UTILIZATION &  
DEMAND QUARTERLY REPORT, Oct-Dec, 2011 

The number of Medi-CAL benefi-
ciaries has been steadily in-
creasing since the fourth quarter 
of 2008.  However, the numbers 
have dropped slightly in both the 
third and fourth quarters of 2011. 
Per the California Department of 
Public Health,  there were 
21,838 beneficiaries in Marin 
County  in the fourth quarter of 
2011.  Compared to  22,616 
beneficiaries during the same 
time period in 2010, this repre-
sents a 3% decrease.  
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Aggregate Public Assistance Demand Index1

Quarterly Outlook Jan. 2006 - Dec. 2011

Series1 Trend
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Medi-CAL Beneficiaries2

Oct. 2008- Dec. 2011



PUBLIC SERVICE UTILIZATION & DEMAND 
QUARTERLY REPORT, 2011 Q4 

Community Need Index - This measure has been eliminated because of  
significant changes in food programs which prevents accurate trending. 

Food Stamps
6
 

In the fourth quarter of 2011 there were 1,788 new applications for food stamps 
compared to 1,776  in the fourth quarter of 2010—a 1% increase.  
In the fourth quarter of 2011, there was an 11% increase in the average number of 
households receiving food stamps, up from 4,802 in 2010. 
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Unemployment
5
 

The average number of unemployed  decreased 18% from the fourth quarter in 2010.  
The unemployment rate decreased  from 8.1% to 7.6%.  
In the fourth quarter of 2011 there were 2,088 new claims for unemployment compared to  

PUBLIC SERVICE UTILIZATION & DEMAND 
QUARTERLY REPORT, 2011 Q4 

 
Annual Comparisons  

New Applications* 
 

- Food Stamp  ↑0.68%   
- General Assistance ↑3.9%  
- CMSP  ↓10.7%  
- CalWORKS  ↓15.2%    
*Numbers may change as data from C4 
conversion are adjusted. 

Public Assistance
1
 

In comparing the fourth quarter from 2010 to 2011, there was an increase 
in the number of new applications for: Food stamps (1%) and General As-
sistance (4%), and a decrease in the number of new applicants for: CMSP 
(11%) and CalWORKS (15%).  
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Sources 
1. Public Assistance Reports DFA296, CA237, GR237, CMSP237, CA237CW, CA 255CW (available 

from http://www.cdss.ca.gov/research/default.htm) and reports from Career Resource Center. 
2. http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statistics/Pages/RASS_Medi-CalBeneficiaries-

SummaryPivotTableMostRecent24Months.aspx.  Accessed December 15, 2011. 
3. Food Stamps-California Department of Social Services Research & Data reports DFA 256, Unem-

ployment-California Employment Development Department and reports from San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center.   

4. Food Stamps-California Department of Social Services Research & Data reports DFA 256, Unem-
ployment-California Employment Development Department and reports from San Francisco & Marin 
Food Bank. 

5. Employment Development Department, Labor Force Data retrieved 12/15/11 http://
www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/?pageid=131 and Career Resource Center monthly reports.  Ac-
cessed December 15, 2011. 

6. Food Stamps-California Department of Social Services Research & Data reports DFA 296. 
 


